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M.A. Geography  Semester-III  Session 2016-17 onwards
17GEO23CL1: PRACTICAL: FIELD WORK

Credit: 03 (0+0+3)
Distribution of Marks
Lab Work Test: 20
Record on Lab/Field Work: 15
Viva-Voce: 15

Total Marks: 50
Time: 4 hrs.

Leaning Objectives:
The Objective of the course is to provide an opportunity to the students with the understanding of
ground reality of a specific chosen Geographical area by observation, and learn field survey
techniques.

Learning Outcomes:
Students would be able to understand the basic socio-economic characteristics of the chosen area
through the field methods/ techniques and build the capability of writing a report.

Field Work in Geographical studies- Role, Value and Ethics; Field techniques- Merits and
Demerits; Source of Data- Primary and Secondary; Collection of data: methods of primary data
collection- Observation method, interview method, through questionnaire, through schedule and
other methods; Questionnaire and Schedule; Processing and analysis of data.

Field Work and Report writing: Identification of research problem; data collection through field
visit; Preparing research design- aims and objectives, methodology, analysis, interpretation and
writing of report.

Note-1:

1. The students shall conduct physical/socio-economic survey in the area as decided by the
department under the supervision of a faculty member (s) of the department.

2. A group of 15 students will prepare a report based on primary and secondary data collected
during field work.

3. The duration of the field work should not exceed ten days.
4. One copy of the report on A-4 size paper should be submitted in soft binding.

Note-2:

The question paper of Lab work test shall contain three questions in all. Candidate(s)   are required
to attempt two questions in all. All questions carry equal mark



Recommended Readings:

1. Ahuja, Ram (2003), Social Survey and Research (Hindi version), Rawat Publications,
Jaipur.

2. Basotia, G. R. and Sharma, K. K. (2002), Research Methodology, Mangal Deep
Publications, Jaipur.

3. Creswell J. (1994), Research Design: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches, Sage
Publications.

4. Dikshit, R. D.( 2003), The Art and Science of Geography: Integrated Readings, Prentice-
Hall of India, New Delhi.

5. Evans M. (1988), “Participant Observation: The Researcher as Research Tool” in
Qualitative Methods in Human   Geography, eds. J. Eyles and D. Smith, Polity.

6. Gideon Sjoberg and Roger Nett (1992), A Methodology for Social Research, Rawat
Publications,Jaipur.

7. Mukherjee, Neela (1993), Participatory Rural Appraisal: Methodology and Application.
Concept Publs. Co., New Delhi.

8. Mukherjee, Neela (2002), Participatory Learning and Action: with 100 Field Methods.
Concept Publs. Co., New Delhi.

9. Robinson A. (1998), "Thinking Straight and Writing That Way", in Writing Empirical
Research Reports: A Basic Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioural Sciences, eds.
by F. Pryczak and R. Bruce Pryczak, Publishing: Los Angeles.

10. Special Issue on “Doing Fieldwork” The Geographical Review 91:1-2 (2001).
11. Stoddard R. H. (1982), Field Techniques and Research Methods in Geography,

Kendall/Hunt.
12. Wolcott, H. (1995), The Art of Fieldwork, Alta Mira Press, Walnut Creek, CA.




